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Leadership Experiment 
 

Congratulations to our newly elected and continuing 

leadership for ULC and LSA:  

Presidents, Anthony Windau and Kim Stien  

Vice Presidents, Sue Diel and Andrew Thompson  

LSA Treasurer Katie Rolefson  

Financial Secretary Greg Granlund  

Secretary Karen Eisenbarth  

also Gary King, Grace Johnson, Linda Erickson,  

Zachary Rau, Carol Rudd, Sarah Muller,  

Chuck Gavin, Pat Wojcik 

 

These leaders will help to shape our “experiment” as we 

organize leadership to align with our mission: thankfully 

worship God, gracefully welcome all, and joyfully serve 

campus and community.  

 

Students and members will work together in ministry, 

combining creativity and energy that sometimes seem to 

be on parallel tracks. Through this model, we hope to shape 

ministry that invites participation from many people based 

on their own spiritual gifts and interests, empower students 

in leadership with faithful partners and mentors, and 

continue to grow in our faith as we do God’s work in the 

world.  
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Saturday, May 5: End-of-semester 

potluck at 5:00 p.m.,  

and 6:30 p.m. Worship 

Full calendar click here 

ERC Book Group... pg. 6 

ERC Membership Report ... 3 

Events in May... 5  

Mariah Sands/YAGM ... 3 

Shakespeare Social... 2 

UWEC Happenings... 4 

Finals Week Hospitality 

May 14-18 
Students: meals and snacks are  

provided at no cost in the ERC  

Mon-Thurs of finals week,  

10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Congregation members: see  

Carol Rudd or Sara Bryan to sign up 

to bring soups, snacks, fruit, cookies/

bars, and/or to take a hosting slot. 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=4fnqlp257hjs8svs0n2kfpgk6c%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/Chicago
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Experiment continued... 

 

We’re trying to be good stewards of your 

investments of time, energy, and finances in ways 

that honor the gifts we bring and are meaningful to 

ourselves and others of God’s people whom we 

encounter along the way.  

 

At the annual meeting in April, we committed to a 

24-month window for trying out a new structure, 

and we have a starting place, as proposed at the 

meeting. We will evaluate along the way, and 

certainly make adjustments as we go.  

 

Thank you for your support of our ministry through 

your attendance, your prayers, your offering, your 

ideas, and your faith, all of which we share together 

as the body of Christ at University Lutheran!  
 

  ~ Pastor Lori 

 
 

 

 

Grown in Grace, early start:  
Each year in 

September ULC 

offers small potted 

plants to students 

as we welcome 

them back to 

campus. Here’s a 

chance for you who are not plant growers to be 

involved: for the next couple months, when you’re 

out and about at shops or garage sales, start 

collecting small pots for plants—students always 

like interesting colors, shapes, and textures.  

 

At the end of June, we’ll have a time for the plant 

growers to pick up  the pots that have been 

donated, so they can start the plants for 

September. Thanks!  

 

 

 

Congratulations on your 

Graduation, James Li!  
At the April 29th worship service, we gathered around 

James to give him a blessing as he goes on his way... 

although he will be with us one more Sunday:  

May 13th. He’ll be home in Hong Kong with his  

family for the summer, then 

in the fall he begins grad 

school in Kansas City,  

Missouri.  

 

James, Thank you for  

sharing your piano-playing 

talents with us these past 

couple years!  

SHAKESPEARE SOCIAL 
 
Want to meet and get to know students out-
side of LSA and Sunday mornings? Well 
here's your 
chance!  
 
On Friday 
May 4th, UW
- EC is put-
ting on the 
play, The 
Tempest at 
7:30pm 
(check on-line for tickets -  
or arrange for a group purchase).  
 
We can all meet for dinner together at  
Burrachos on Water St., around 6pm, then 
go and see the show together.  
 
Invite a student, or, students – invite an 
adult - and share a meal together.  
Questions? Contact Anthony Windau or 
Sara Bryan for more information. 
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Alum News 

Mariah Sands (2017 Grad) 

Where in the world will Mariah go next? Funny 

you should ask... 

Mariah writes:  “It is with great joy and gratitude that 

I would like to announce that I will be going to 

Rwanda to serve as a missionary through Young 

Adults in Global Mission (YAGM). As part of  

accepting this call, I am responsible for raising at 

least $5,000, which is only a third of the total cost to 

support a YAGM for a year. I'll ask for your help in 

a second, but first I'll tell a little bit about my  

motivations behind this life decision. 

 

“It all started about three years ago when I was  

preparing to study abroad in South Africa. One 

Wednesday evening, I went to church and found the 

brochure for the program. Seeing that YAGM was 

through the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 

(ELCA) immediately enlisted my trust since I had 

grown up in this type of church.  

 

“Although I didn't do more than read the brochure at 

the time, the idea of serving for a year stuck with me 

I couldn't shake the feeling that I was supposed to do 

more than teach right away after college. Ever since I was a little girl, I had the urge to travel, to lose my-

self in other cultures, and to learn about myself and the world by viewing these through others' lenses. 

Now here I am, three years later and the idea that God wound't take away has come to fruition! 

 

“In August, I will go to Chicago for orientation and then head directly to Rwanda where I will stay until 

the end of July, 2019. 

 

“Please consider joining me in this mission to eliminate some of the barriers that divide and alienate 

through a donation or prayer. Every gift matters! 

 

“The link below will take you to my personal mission page where you can read more about YAGM, my 

personal sense of calling, and the different ways you can support me. Thank you so much!” 

http://support.elca.org/site/TR?px=1052890&fr_id=1181&pg=personal   

 

      [this post was shared by Mariah on her Facebook page] 

  

ERC Membership Transition 
Ready for  
the next step! 
 

At the April 15th annual meeting, our  

congregation voted to approve two motions put 

before us by the Transition team. Thanks to 

all the ground-work and homework 

done on this matter, over the past 10 

years, our congregation voted to  

approve two motions put before us by 

the Transition team. 

 

The first motion supports the actions necessary to 

apply for Capital Membership in the Ecumenical 

Religious Center. The second motion authorizes 

the expenditure of the funds necessary to  

complete the application. 

 

These moves express our commitment to  

continue the ministry work we share with the 

Newman Catholic Parish. 

 ~   Sara Bryan, reporting 

http://support.elca.org/site/TR?px=1052890&fr_id=1181&pg=personal


4 

R
T
B
@
 
 
 
E
]
l
l
a
j
e
j
c
o

 

UW-Eau Claire events roundup 
 

A quick look at upcoming UW-Eau Claire events that may be of interest to  

the ULC congregation (titles link to more information, in most cases): 
 

Celebration of Excellence in Research and Creative Activity, April 30-May 4, Davies 

Center.  One of the hallmarks of UW-Eau Claire, undergraduate research, will be  

celebrated during CERCA, where students will present their impressive array of projects 

to the campus and community. 
 

Art Exhibit: B.F.A. Senior Exhibition Spring 2018, through May 13, Ruther Foster Art 

Gallery in Haas Fine Arts Center. Portfolio exhibition presenting six May 2018 Bachelor 

of Fine Arts degree candidates.  See gallery website for hours.  
 

The First Amendment on Campus: Free Speech, Academic Freedom, and the  

Challenges for Higher Education, 5 p.m. April 30, Hibbard Hall 102. Howard  

Schweber, a UW-Madison professor of political science, argues that recent public  

attention to college First Amendment issues is misdirected, distracting us from much 

deeper threats to First Amendment values in higher ed.  
 

International Poetry Reading, 7 p.m. May 1, Dakota Ballroom, Davies Center.  

Students, community members, faculty and staff will read and listen to poetry written in 

more than 25 languages during this 12th annual event. 
 

Concert: University Band, 7:30 p.m. May 2, Gantner Concert Hall, Haas Fine Arts  

Center. Ticket info.  
 

Theatre: "The Tempest," 7:30 p.m. May 2-4, Riverside Theatre, Haas Fine Arts Center. 

Ticket info.  
 

Concert: The Singing Statesmen, 7:30 p.m. May 4, Gantner Concert Hall, Haas Fine 

Arts Center. Ticket info. 
 

Film: "Dunkirk," May 4-6, Woodland Theater, Davies Center. Free with Campus Films 

pass; passes available for purchase at Service Center in Davies lobby. 
 

Astronomy Day, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Phillips Science Hall Planetarium.  Planetarium shows, 

activities and displays about astronomy for all ages. 
 

Concert: Symphonic Choir and University Symphony Orchestra, 3 p.m. May 

6,  Gantner Concert Hall, Haas Fine Arts Center. Ticket info.  
 

One Act Play Festival, May 10-12, Riverside Theatre, Haas Fine Arts Center. Ticket 

info.  
 

Audacious A Cappella Spring Concert, 7:30 p.m. May 11, Schofield Auditorium.  

Ticket info. 
 

Film: "Ladybird," May 11-13,  Woodland Theater, Davies Center. Free 

with Campus Films pass; passes available for purchase at Service Center in Davies lobby. 

https://www.uwec.edu/ORSP/students/ResearchDay.htm
https://calendar.uwec.edu/EventDetails.aspx?EventDetailId=75019
https://www.uwec.edu/academics/college-arts-sciences/departments-programs/art-design/foster-gallery/
https://calendar.uwec.edu/EventDetails.aspx?EventDetailId=75079
https://calendar.uwec.edu/EventDetails.aspx?EventDetailId=75079
https://calendar.uwec.edu/EventDetails.aspx?EventDetailId=75010
https://uwec.ticketforce.com/eventperformances.asp?evt=48
https://uwec.ticketforce.com/eventperformances.asp?evt=187
https://uwec.ticketforce.com/eventperformances.asp?evt=61
https://www.uwec.edu/Activities/programs/films/dunkirk.htm
https://calendar.uwec.edu/EventDetails.aspx?EventDetailId=73335
https://uwec.ticketforce.com/eventperformances.asp?evt=158
http://uwec.ticketforce.com/eventperformances.asp?evt=194
http://uwec.ticketforce.com/eventperformances.asp?evt=194
https://uwec.ticketforce.com/eventperformances.asp?evt=236
https://www.uwec.edu/Activities/programs/films/lady-bird.htm
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Calendar link click here   [Ctrl + left click]                    

Upcoming events:  
EVERY Wednesday 8am is Bibles & Bagels 

May 2, 8am Bibles & Bagels, 5:15 Choir, 6:00 Worship, 6:30 Free Meal 

3, Transition Team at noon         [No All-ministries Meeting this month] 

4, Shakespeare Social - meal at Burrachos 6:00pm, The Tempest - 7:30pm 

5, Confirmation 9am 

5, End-of-Year potluck picnic at 5:00pm followed by 6:30pm Worship 

6, NO SUNDAY WORSHIP because of Eau Claire Marathon logistics 

7, Church Council 6:30pm 

9, 8am Bibles & Bagels, 5:15 Choir, 6:00 Worship, 6:30 Free Meal 

12, Women’s Bible Study, Grace Willowbrook, 10am 

14-17, Finals Week Hospitality - 10am-7pm Mon-Thurs 

19, UWEC Commencement 

23, Interfaith Prayer Service at Lake Street United Methodist, 6:30pm 

31, ERC Book Group, 7:00pm 

June 2-3, NW Synod of WI Assembly at UWEC-Davies 

July 22, Trialogue at Spirit Lutheran, God Beyond Borders by Sheryl A. Kujawa-Holbrook, 2pm 

 

     ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

From October 29 - Nov 11, 2018, Pastor Phil Ruge-Jones will be the  

Guest Speaker on a “Lands of the Bible Cruise.” Click on the link  

for more information... and/or contact Pastor Lori.  

http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/find-a-trip/
lecturers/5926ffb183c3f4194a7650d1#eotours 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
1st Annual OneFest Christian music event:  
July 28-29, 2018, at the Northern WI State Fairgrounds  

in Chippewa Falls, WI. see www.one-fest.com or  
“OneFest” on Facebook. 

 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=4fnqlp257hjs8svs0n2kfpgk6c%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/Chicago
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/find-a-trip/lecturers/5926ffb183c3f4194a7650d1#eotours
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/find-a-trip/lecturers/5926ffb183c3f4194a7650d1#eotours
http://www.one-fest.com
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Lori Ruge-Jones, Pastor, 715-834-8026 

Cell: 715-557-2213 

pastor@universitylutheran.org 

www.universitylutheran.org 

 

Sara Bryan, Parish Assistant, 715-834-8026 

Cell: 715-829-1885 

office@universitylutheran.org 

 

Andrea Gapko, Admin. Assistant 

608-886-3148 

gapkoam@uwec.edu 

 

Kim Stien, Congregation Council President 

715-835-8218 

lstien@pressenter.com 

 

Anthony Windau, LSA President 

414-364-9504 

anthony.g.windau@gmail.com 

 

Greg Granlund, Financial Secretary 

715-577-0718 

gregoryg@2dlp.com 

 

Pot Luck Picnic  

and evening worship:  

Saturday, May 5 

 

We’ll have a pot luck picnic as a 

farewell for students, 5:00 p.m. in the 

backyard, weather permitting 

(otherwise downstairs in the dining 

area).  

 

Holden Evening Prayer Worship will 

follow at 6:30. (This replaces Sunday 

morning worship, May 6, due to the  

Eau Claire marathon.)  

 

Offering (Sunday + Electronic )  

Offering received - 4/1/18  $2,648 

Offering received - 4/8/18 $1,661 

Offering received - 4/15/18 $798 

Offering received - 4/22/18 $2,591 

Offering received - 4/29/18 $989 

Total offerings April 2018 $8,687 

April Aver. attendance per Sun.  60 people 

110 Garfield Ave 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54701 
Phone: 715-834-8026 

ERC BOOK GROUP    

 

This month,  
the group will meet  
on Thursday, May 31,  
at 7:00pm  
in the ERC Library.  
 
Weõll discuss  
The Last Report  
on the Miracles  
at Little No Horse  
by Louise Erdrich. 

Newcomers welcome. 

 


