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Sundays in December 

3 Baccalaureate Service, 10 am  

 

10 Reformation Lego Project 

The Northwest Synod of Wisconsin has developed a 

lego-puzzle to celebrate the 500th anniversary of 

the Reformation. Please help us assemble this thing 

after worship! If you like Legos, or puzzles, or both, 

this is a perfect activity for you!  

 

17 Annual Congregational Budget meeting,  

11:15 am in Hibbard Hall  

 

 

 

 

 

24 Christmas Eve 

*NO worship service at 10:00 am* 

Christmas Eve Worship  

6:30 pm 

Carols, Candles, & Communion  
 

 

No worship Christmas Day, Monday, December 25 

Yes worship New Year’s Eve Day, Sunday, December 31 
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Full calendar click here 

 

Finals Week Hospitality: Dec 18-21 

Annual Budget Meeting:  
Sunday, Dec 17 starting at 11:30am 

 

photo by Sara Bryan 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=4fnqlp257hjs8svs0n2kfpgk6c%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/Chicago
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Coming to Eau Claire This Advent: 

PETER EIDE: CHRISTMAS TIME 

Sunday, December 10 at 6:00pm 

free-will-donation Dinner 5pm 

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 

1120 Cedar St, Eau Claire 

Tickets: Suggested $10/individual  

or $25/family 

 

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO THE EAU 

CLAIRE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 

HOMELESS YOUTH PROGRAM.  

 

To reserve tickets or to be a sponsor for 

this event call 715-834-2959 or email 

<pastor@goodshepherd-ec.org> 

------PeterEide.com------ 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  

On February 6th the Luther College 
Orchestra will have a concert at 

Grace Lutheran.  

They will need to host 31 pairs of 
musicians in homes. If you are willing 

to practice this hospitality, talk to 
Pastor Lori or her husband, Pastor 

Phil, who are organizing the housing. 

 More information to come. 

 We celebrate this month with 

five December graduates!  
 

Katy Hackworthy, Hudson, WI 

BA, Creative Writing 

Katy will be moving to Phoenix, AZ, to live with 

her grandma, caregive for elderly individuals, and 

prepare for graduate school.  

 

Jamie Hoelter, Baraboo, WI   

St. Joseph’s Parish 

BS, Nursing, Spanish minor 

 

Mariah Sands, Eleva, WI  

Pleasant Valley Lutheran Church 

BA, Music Education  

Mariah has a summer job teaching music in the 

Aldine ISD.  

 

Grant Sklenar, Prairie du Chien, WI 

Holy Family Parish 

BS, Nursing 

Grant has accepted a position as an RN at Regions 

Hospital Orthopedic Unit in the Twin Cities. His 

goal is to work with children and adults with 

disabilities.  

 

Jess Steen, Cottage Grove, WI  

Deerfield Lutheran Church 

BS, Nursing 

Jess is returning to Madison and hopes to continue 

her work at UW Hospital there.  
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Beacon House 
Christmas Gifts  
Project  

For the past five years, University Lutheran and the Newman Parish have been partnering with 

the Family Promise of the Chippewa Valley/Beacon House to distribute Christmas toys and gifts to 

homeless and low-income families in the Chippewa Valley.  Rather than volunteers filling the  

Christmas orders for families, parent/s will “shop” for the toys and gifts themselves.   

 

We will again be utilizing space in Christ Church Cathedral to display the toys and gifts that Beacon 

House staff purchase with community donations. Last year we served 78 families and 221 children 

through this toy and gift project. 

 

In preparing for the Toy and Gift Give away, which runs from December 13-December 17, we are  

asking for the following toy donations: puzzles for all ages, games, stuffed animals, infant toys, DVDs, 

baby dolls, legos, sports equipment (balls, bats, etc.), sleds, music related items, hand held games, 

transformers and robots, art kits, car or truck models to build, bikes (new or gently used), teen items, 

and gift cards.   

 

We are also accepting contributions of wrapping paper, scotch tape, gift tags, and Christmas cards. 

Monetary donations will also be accepted by sending a check (please note: write Toy and Gift Project in 

the memo line) made payable to:  Family Promise of the Chippewa Valley.  A box will be available for 

toy donations at the ERC from November 12-December 11. 

Finally, volunteers are needed to help make this all come together!  

Thank you to everyone who has already signed up! 

 

·         Friday, December 8, 10 AM-Noon and Noon-2 PM - collect donations at Festival Foods  

 (2 people per shift) 

·         Friday, December 8, 6-8 PM – unpack and organize donations at Christ Church Cathedral  

 (6 people) 

·         Thursday, December 14, 2-3:45 PM and 3:30-5 PM – Toy Shop  

 (2 people per shift) 

·         Saturday, December 16, 8:45-11 AM and 10:45 AM-1 PM – Toy Shop  

 (2 people per shift; second shift will also help pack up leftover toys) 

 

Sign-up at church or by contacting Suzie Slota (sbslota@yahoo.com or 715-559-3800)  

 or Zenon Wojcik (zwzeedub@gmail.com or 715-379-2678.) 

mailto:sbslota@yahoo.com
mailto:zwzeedub@gmail.com
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UW-Eau Claire events roundup 
 

A quick look at upcoming UW-Eau Claire events that may be of interest to 
the ULC congregation (titles link to more information): 
 
Jazz Ensemble I concert, 7:30 p.m. Dec. 1, Gantner Concert Hall, Haas 
Fine Arts Center.  
 
The Innocent Men concert, 8 p.m. Dec. 1, Schofield Auditorium. The sev-
en-member a capella group will present "Belong." 
 
Art Exhibit: "Limitless" ð B.F.A. Senior Exhibition, on display Dec. 1-
17 during regular hours in the Foster Gallery, Haas Fine Arts Center (see 
gallery website for hours). Artists' reception is from 2-4 p.m. Dec. 9. 
 
43rd Holiday Concert, 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. Dec. 3, Zorn Arena. featuring the 
Concert Choir, and Women’s Concert Chorale, Symphonic Choir, Women’s 
Chorus, The Singing Statesmen, Wind Symphony and University Sympho-
ny Orchestra. 
 
Lessons from an $8.5 Million Fraud, 5:30-8:30 p.m. Dec. 6, Dakota Ball-
room, Davies Center. Convicted embezzler Nathan Mueller will share his 
story and offer best business practices to deter and detect employee fraud. 
Panel of business professionals to follow will discuss fraud and ethics 
awareness programs in their organizations. Free event, pre-registration re-
quired by Dec. 4. 
 
UWEC GEEKcon, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Dec. 9, Davies Center 3rd floor. Explore 
what happens when hobbies and passions take a much larger role in our 
lives. Students, alumni, faculty, emeriti, staff and community creators will 
showcase their creations, talents and fun merchandise. 
 
University Theatre presents "The Nerd," 7:30 p.m. Dec. 12-16 and 1:30 
p.m. Dec. 16 and 17. More info and tickets. 
 
Guest artist recital: Matthew Rose, voice, 7:30 p.m. Dec. 13, Gantner 
Concert Hall.  Rose is an English bass-baritone who specializes in operatic 
roles. He received the John Christie Prize in 2006, the Wigmore Hall/
Independent Opera Voice Fellowship in 2007, and the Critics Circle Award 
in 2012. 
 
Check out more UW-Eau Claire events and athletics competitions. 
 

https://uwec.ticketforce.com/orderticketsarea.asp?p=807&a=8&src=default
https://calendar.uwec.edu/EventDetails.aspx?EventDetailId=74220
https://calendar.uwec.edu/EventDetails.aspx?EventDetailId=74195
http://www.uwec.edu/academics/college-arts-sciences/departments-programs/art-design/foster-gallery/
http://www.uwec.edu/academics/college-arts-sciences/departments-programs/art-design/foster-gallery/
https://uwec.ticketforce.com/eventperformances.asp?evt=67
https://www.uwec.edu/news/college-of-business/8-million-fraud-2689/
http://uwecgeekcon.com/
https://calendar.uwec.edu/EventDetails.aspx?EventDetailId=73783
https://calendar.uwec.edu/EventDetails.aspx?EventDetailId=73783
https://calendar.uwec.edu/MasterCalendar.aspx
http://www.blugolds.com/landing/index
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Advent thoughts from Pastor Lori  

Keep awake! (Mark 13:37)  
 

I have never been much of a newspaper or magazine reader. I like to know what’s going on in the 

community and world around me, and I think it’s important to be informed. But it’s hard to see such  

bleakness day after day. Public discourse has deteriorated to dropping bombs of opinions and leaving the 

scene. Hate speech is being normalized, providing fertile ground for racism, sexism, homophobia and  

xenophobia to flourish. This week in Eau Claire a Christian church has invited an anti-Muslim speaker to 

present his “proof”—based in the Bible, of course—that interfaith dialog and cooperation are unchristian. 

Lawmakers at state and federal levels seem to play with policy that will af-

fect many people negatively, but they will not be among them.  

 

And, it’s Advent. In the midst of fear and feelings of powerlessness it shows 

up again, because the calendar is a circle and because we need it again. Ad-

vent pleads “Tear open the heavens and come down!” and proclaims “The 

one who is more powerful than I is coming.” Advent promises light in the 

darkness. Advent reminds us that when we are lost on our way to God, God 

finds us and sets us on God’s way, in simple and ordinary and life-changing  

moments. Advent reminds us that the little lord Jesus, asleep on the hay, will 

shake the world at its foundations and bring new life in every way. Advent 

reminds us that it’s always the right time to get ready, to open our homes 

and hearts to the Christ child any way we see him manifest in this world, 

including strangers and friends who seek welcome and home among us.  

 

Advent is my favorite church season—the songs, the 

stories, the getting ready, the waiting, the challenge to  

consider that being faithful is not as easy as it sounds. What 

does it mean that God takes on flesh and blood and a diaper 

to dwell among us? What difference does it make?  

 

Discovering,  

and embodying,  

that difference  

is our task  

for Advent.  

 

 

 

 

when we are lost 

on our way to God, 

God finds us and 

sets us on God’s 

way, in simple  

and ordinary  

and life-changing  

moments 
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Calendar link click here   [Ctrl + left click]                    

Upcoming events:    
Sundays: 10a worship (Children’s Event during the sermon),  

Wednesdays: 8a Bibles & Bagels, 5:15p Choir, 6:00 Worship, 6:30 Free Meal  

Thursdays: LSA Leaders 7:30p 

Dec 1, ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission - annual application process opens. www.elca.org/yagm 

Dec 5, conversation From Conflict to Communion; at Trinity Lutheran, 1314 E Lexington, 7pm 

5, Transition Team, 12:00noon; All Ministries Meeting, 6pm 

11, Confirmation 9am 

11, Women’s Bible Study, Grace Willowbrook 10am 

13, ERC Board 5pm, Choir 5:15pm, Supper/LSA Christmas Party 6:00pm 

13-17, Beacon House Toy drive & distribution 

14, Church Council, 6pm 

16, Confirmation 9am, ULC Women’s Bible Study at Grace Willowbrook 10am 

17, Annual Congregation Budget Meeting 11:15am 

18, Spirituality Book Club, Refuge by Terry Tempest Williams 7pm 

18-21, Finals Week Hospitality 10am-7pm 

     ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

From October 29 - Nov 11, 2018, Pastor Phil Ruge-Jones will be the  

Guest Speaker on a “Lands of the Bible Cruise.” Click on the link  

for more information... and/or contact Pastor Lori.  

http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/find-a-trip/lecturers/5926ffb183c3f4194a7650d1#eotours 

ERC BOOK GROUP    

The ERC Book group will not meet in  
December.  In January the group will meet at  
6 p.m. at the Taqueria La Poblantia (2436 London Rd) 

on Thursday Jan. 25 to have supper, have fun, and 
choose the books for 2018. All are welcome but we 
need to know how many are coming to make the res-
ervation.  Let Marge Bottoms 
<mbottoms@uwec.edu> know if  you plan to attend. 

 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=4fnqlp257hjs8svs0n2kfpgk6c%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/Chicago
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/find-a-trip/lecturers/5926ffb183c3f4194a7650d1#eotours
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A Christmas Message from Bishop Hoyme 

A Christmas Message from Bishop Hoyme 
Dear Friends of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, 
 
The year was 1986 and it was a beautiful December morning in our new home in Minnesota. We had recently moved 
and I was preparing my Christmas Eve message for my new congregation. But I was having difficulty focusing on the 
task at hand. Each time I attempted to pen relevant and impressive thoughts, my eyes were diverted to a photo on my 
desk; a photo of a baby with thick dark hair and deep brown eyes. Although we had never met, she had been named 
and she was loved.  
 
Her name was Laura and Lutheran Social Services had assured us that she would soon be on a plane that would fly her 
from Seoul, South Korea to the Minneapolis airport and then into our arms. But for now, she was in a crib in an orphan-
age in a faraway land. And that made me sad… 
 
I was sad because this little one would spend her first Christmas alone… or as alone as one can be in a room filled with 
cribs. But she would not be held in the arms of loving parents and surrounded with gifts. And that was sad. And it made 
me feel alone. 
 
But I had a sermon to write… so back to the words in my Bible and back to the story they told.  
 
“Immanuel” - God with us. This word is first written in the book of Isaiah and then again in the Gospel of Matthew. Both 
times it is written as a promise that God will be with us, and God will never leave us. It is a promise that a baby will one 
day be born and that baby will fulfill the promise of God’s presence with God’s people. 
 
Oh my goodness…could this be true? Could God’s promise not be an ancient one, but one that was being fulfilled, even 
as I attempted to write a message of hope to my new people? Is God really with us? 
 
Her first Christmas; wrapped in cloths and lying in a hard bottomed crib in the center of a faraway orphanage. And God 
is with her. God had knit her together in her mother’s womb, and God would never leave her. And her name was Laura. 
And she was a child of God. 
 
I remember this beautiful December morning often. I remember it when I am feeling alone. I remember it because I need 
to believe that God is with me. And that God will never leave me. And I believe it. 
 
This will be my last Christmas message to you as your bishop. Next year at this time, you will read words from a new 
bishop but the promise will not change. God is with you. His name is Immanuel and the promise is real. 
 

Have a blessed Christmas and… go to church! God will be there! 
 

Behold, the  

virgin shall 

conceive and 

bear a son, and 

shall call his 

name  

Immanuel. 

Isaiah 7:14b 
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Lori Ruge-Jones, Pastor, 715-834-8026 

Cell: 715-557-2213 

pastor@universitylutheran.org 

www.universitylutheran.org 

 

Sara Bryan, Parish Assistant, 715-834-8026 

Cell: 715-829-1885 

sarasimona@hotmail.com 

 

Andrea Gapko, Admin. Assistant 

Phone: 715-834-3897 

Cell: 608-886-3148 

gapkoam@uwec.edu 

 

Kim Stien, Congregation Council President 

715-835-8218 

lstien@pressenter.com 

 

Tara Johnson, Financial Secretary 

715-835-8641 

ttjohnson@wipfli.com 

GET INVOLVED 

5 Ministries of ULC 
 

Parish Life led by: Carol Rudd  715-456-1936 

Organize meals and hospitality 
 

Education: Elecia Oleson  715-323-1689 

Bible studies and learning events 
  

Worship: Julie Poquette  715-225-2835 

Help the pastor plan worship 
 

Outreach: Grace Johnson  715-835-8641 

Coordinate our presence in the community 
 

Stewardship: Greg Granlund  715-577-0718 

Matching gifts with ministry needs 
 

____________________________________________ 

Parish Life at ULC ... 
 

THANKS to everyone who  

prepared meal times this semes-

ter—cooking, cleaning, planning,  

etc. Kim & Lorann, Laurie & Andrea,  

Jacob, Tony & Krissa, Wendy, Pat, & Claire, 

Tim & Carol, PL & Sara, Sally, Karen, Carol, 

Elecia, Jill & Greg, Linda & Steve... Our  

students love having a home-cooked meal, 

cooked with love for them!  

 

Final’s Week Hospitality: Monday-

Thursday Dec 18-21 (from 10am-

7pm). (as of Dec 1st still some room 

for more soup-makers, etc) 
 

 ï Carol Rudd   715- 456-1936 

Offering (Sunday + Electronic )  

Offering received - 11/5/17 $2,279 

Offering received - 11/12/17 $1,089 

Offering received - 11/19/17 $2,713 

Offering received - 11/26/17 $623 

Total offerings November 2017 $6,704 

Nov Aver. attendance per Sun.  54 people 

110 Garfield Ave 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54701 
Phone: 715-834-8026 


