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Okay, I know this will sound a little weird, but the Christmas season holds two big events for me, 

every single year. 

This first is when, usually on Thanksgiving Day, I listen to a Christmas album by Anne Murray, 

my favorite singer. The last selection is a beautiful rendition of “Silent Night,” and at the end of 

the song, Anne says, “Merry Christmas!” With those words, my Christmas season begins, and for 

a little while, all seems right with the world. 

The second occurs on Christmas Eve. This ritual started when I was with my family – Mom, Dad, and sisters 

Beth and Judy – on Christmas Eve. It continues for me wherever I am. As a pastor, I’m often not with family 

on Christmas Eve, as I’m sure you understand. But this experience connects me with my family, my church 

family, and the Christian family worldwide: I retreat to a quiet place and read – out loud – the story of 

Christ’s birth in Luke 2:1-20. With those words, my Christmas season is made complete, and for a little 

while, all seems right with the world. 

Another annual ritual is to reflect on the past twelve months. We examine the winding path we’ve endured, 

the challenges that stole our joy, and the blessings that inspired us to forge ahead. We note how we 

experienced God in the “ups” and strained to find God in the “downs.” Yet, for some reason, we are still 

here. We breathe in, breathe out, feel our feelings, think our thoughts, and realize that we are still here. Yet I 

believe most of us remain a bit fearful of what the future may hold for us. 

Continued... 
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Weekly Schedule 

Sundays 

10:00 a.m. Worship with  

     Holy Communion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesdays 

8:00 a.m. Bibles and Bagels 

5:00 p.m. Education 

5:15 p.m. Choir 

5:45 p.m. Free Meal 

6:30 p.m. Worship with 

Holy Communion 

7:00 p.m. Student Gathering 



“Your savior is born today in David’s city. He is Christ the Lord.” 

– Luke 2:11 

Call Committee Update 

Thank you for attending a Listening Session. We 

appreciate your time and your responses. We 

continue to organize and summarize all of the 

feedback we have received. Thank you for your 

patience and prayers in this journey as we call a 

new pastor. 

 

Please contact any of the below committee 

members for more information. 

 
Bill Eisenbarth 715-828-1748 eisenbarth@charter.net 

Chuck Gavin 715-834-1050 cgavin1050@charter.net 

Allen Keniston 715-834-8063 kenistah@uwec.edu 

Elecia Oleson 715-323-1689 olesones98@gmail.com 

Kay Scharn 715-877-1577 klscharn@aol.com 

Suzie Slota 715-559-3800 sbslota@yahoo.com 

 

ULC Women's Bible Study 

ULC Women's Bible Study will meet Saturday, 

December 12, at 10 a.m. at Grace Willowbrook 

(Jean Ann Walker's home -- near Target) to 

share the devotional from the December issue 

of Gather magazine. All are welcome! If you 

have any questions, please contact Wendy 

Kinderman at  

715-834-9640 

or  wendykinderman@hotmail.com. 

 

Congregational budget meeting 

The congregational budget meeting will be held 

immediately following worship on Sunday, Dec. 

13. Please make every effort to attend, as this 

budget has a significant impact on nearly every 

part of our mission. Your input and support of 

the budget are very important — the council 

hopes you will be able to attend. 
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Continued from page 1. 

Now I’d love to give 

everyone a copy of 

Anne Murray’s “My 

Christmas Favorites” 

CD, but that’s just not 

going to happen. But I 

will offer this: Some-

time this Christmas sea-

son, make time to breathe in, breathe out, and thank 

God that you’re still here. Then make time to gather 

loved ones into a quiet place and read aloud Luke 

2:1-20. I suggest that you pause briefly after read-

ing these words in verse 10, “Do not be afraid.” 

We’ve had lots of reasons to be afraid during 2015, 

but in Christ we are called grasp onto his perfect 

love, a love that casts out all fear and delivers the 

forgiveness and eternal life he promised. 

My prayer for you and yours this Christmas season 

is that, with the words from Luke 2, your Christmas 

season will be made complete, and for a little while, 

all will seem right with the world. 

A Blessed Christmas to you all! 

Pastor Bob Friese 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve worship  

Join us at 6:30 p.m. Dec. 24 for a candlelight wor-

ship service.  



3 

Check the online ULC calendar for upcoming 

events: 

http://universitylutheran.org/wordpress1/

events/ 

End of 2015 

We come to the end of another calendar year, and 

also now, the end of University Lutheran's fiscal 

year. Please consider a year-end gift, as we are 

behind on the budget and Ministry Plan for all that 

we wish to do in ministry here at University 

Lutheran, including our own year-end 

benevolences. You can leave your offerings in the 

basket in the Narthex, or mail them to the church. 

Thank you for all you do and give in the wonderful 

ministry we have here with students as well as so 

many others. A blessed Advent and Christmas, and 

a grand start to 2016! 

 

 

From the Northwest Synod 

Malawi Famine Relief Team 
 

 Malawi is experiencing extreme famine conditions 

and the anticipated height of the crisis will be 

November 2015-March 2016. 

  

As of October, there were 2,800,000 people 

starving in Malawi according to the UN Food 

Bank. It is anticipated that the food sources 

growing around the villages will be depleted as the 

famine progresses. In the urban capital of 

Lilongwe, many will be left with one meal a day 

which is far more than what many throughout 

Malawi will have. Maize or corn is being rationed 

from government feeding centers at exorbitant 

costs. Many of these centers are a far walk, and the 

maize is unaffordable. 

  

All funds that are raised in this appeal will be sent 

to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi, and 

they will administer these gifts for hunger relief. 

  

Please send your appeal gifts to the Northwest 

Synod of WI, 944 24 ¼ St. Suite 2, Chetek, WI. 

54728.  Line item Malawi Famine Relief.     
  

This special appeal will take place from November 

2015-March 2016.  

ULC Offering  

Offering received - 11/01/15 $1,616 

Offering received - 11/08/15 $1,034 

Offering received - 11/15/15 $601 

Offering received - 11/22/15 $785 

Offering received - 11/29/15 $869 

Simply Giving Offering - November $1,675 

Total offerings November 2015 $6,580 

Average weekly offering received, 

year-to-date: 
$1,697 

University Lutheran Church 

110 Garfield Ave. 

Eau Claire, WI 54701 

Phone: 715-834-8026 

 

ULC Staff 

Bob Friese, Pastor 

Zenon Wojcik, ULC President 

Trudy Kennedy, ULC Assistant 

  

Contact: 

Pastor Bob Friese 

Phone: 715-834-8026 or 715-308-1681 

E-mail: pastor@universitylutheran.org 

Web: www.universitylutheran.org 

 

 

 

 

http://universitylutheran.org/wordpress1/events/
http://universitylutheran.org/wordpress1/events/
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Generosity.  As Americans we are decidedly above average when it comes to gift giving at Christmas time. According to 
Gallup's latest update of Americans' 2015 holiday spending intentions finds U.S. adults planning to spend $830 on Christmas 
gifts this year, on average. That is up sharply from the $720 recorded a year ago.  

 
My question, is this kind of spending generosity, or simply our need to consume? Hopefully it is the former, but I fear it is the 
latter. 

 
But, there are alternatives and Christmas is a great time of year to practice generosity.  

 
When I served in my former congregation I would encourage them to cut their Christmas present shopping in half, and give 
away the other half! 

  

HERE ARE FOUR IDEAS FOR A GENEROUS CHRISTMAS: 

 
Gift a gift to the Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS). This ministry serves people around the world and is an ex-
ceptional organization. Their mission is that: All migrants and refugees are protected, embraced and empowered in a world 
of just and welcoming communities. Go to their website: LIRS.org and click donate. 

 
Give a gift to Malawi Famine Relief. Ask your pastor or church administrator how to make this gift to relieve the hunger of our 
brothers and sisters in Malawi. This is an immediate need and your generosity will save lives! 

 
Give to God's Global Barnyard. This is a great way to bring food, hope and love around the world. This is a ministry of our Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in America. Every year Diane and I make a gift through this wonderful site. Simple Google ELCA 
Good Gifts or, God's Global Barnyard and follow the instructions. Or, ask your church to order the catalogs and have them 
available around your church. 

 
Give to Your Church!  Make a generous gift to your local congregation. Give to the ministry in general or, select a special min-
istry that touches your heart. Make the gift in honor of someone or in memory of someone who has touched your faith. Gifts 
to our churches this time of year bring joy and hope! 

  

Please, be generous this year!  It will be the best gift you may give to yourself! 

 
 

 

&ÏÒ 'ÏÄ ÓÏ ÌÏÖÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ 

He gave his only Soné 

 

 

 

A Christmas Message from Bishop Hoyme 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://lirs.org
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